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Proposed Constitutional Amendments:  Our Thoughts
The first thing to note is that EVERY VOTE COUNTS!  An amendment must pass by a two-thirds vote of all votes cast.  It is not an annual conference vote, but an individual vote.  It is crucial that the Minnesota Annual Conference cast a large majority of votes, in order to compensate for the many more conservative southern conferences. Please show up and vote.  Retired clergy can register before May 1 at no cost!  Even if you can only make a portion of the Conference, register NOW.  
Tuesday, 3-5 p.m., there will be a Legislation discussion group on  the Proposed Constitutional Amendments; Wednesday, 1:30-3:25 p.m. the Amendments will be placed before the conference for interpretation, discussion, and debate (They cannot be amended); Thursday, 9:20 a.m., all of the Proposed Constitutional Amendments will be presented for the vote.  Please be present for these occasions; at the very least for the vote Thursday.
After much consideration over several meetings, we have come to the conclusion that we will vote YES on Proposed Constitutional Amendment One, amending the 2004 Book of Discipline, Division One,¶4, Article IV  Inclusiveness of the Church. which clarifies that all persons who declare the Christian faith and relationship in Jesus Christ are eligible to become professing members of the United Methodist Church.
We will vote YES on Proposed Constitutional Amendment Three (and the other 22 amendments),  first located in Division Two, Section I, ¶ 9, Article II, which deletes “central” before conference and adds “regional.”
We will vote NO on Proposed Constitutional Amendment Nineteen, amending Division Two, Section VI, ¶ 35, Article IV, which would allow  “associate members, provisional members who have completed all of their educational requirements and licensed local pastors who have completed course of study or an M. Div. degree and have served a minimum of two consecutive years under appointment immediately preceding the election” to vote to elect clergy members in full connection as delegates to General, Jurisdictional or Regional Conferences.
Rationale
Amendment I
We agree with the rationale sent with the proposed amendments, that this amendment emphasizes the wideness of God’s mercy and the availability of the ministry of the church to all.
 
We see that it clarifies Article IV Inclusiveness of the Church by making it clear that “all persons” means “all persons.”
We disagree with those who think that the pastor should be able to determine who is “ready” to become a professing member, whether or not they are willing to take the vows declaring the Christian faith and relationship in Jesus Christ.
We agree that this amendment makes it possible for us to fully proclaim our Church as one with “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.”
Amendment III (and 22 others)
We agree that the General Conference should be allowed to create similar structures for all of our worldwide church, such that each Annual Conference would belong to a Regional Conference which would be able to organize sub-units called Jurisdictional Conferences.
We hold that every region of the church should be able to develop legislation and policies that apply specifically to that region, e.g. United States, Philippines, Africa, Europe, and so forth , including the development of a regional Discipline, as is already the case in “Central Conferences” but not in the United States.  This amendment would make this possible.
We think that it is far past time to eliminate the term “Central” from the church’s vocabulary, as it is a carryover from the eliminated racist “Central Jurisdiction” in the United States.
We need to lay the groundwork for removing the present inequities in the worldwide structure of the church (i.e., related to language, budgets, representation).
We favor the possibility of creating one or more regions in the United States area of the church, which this amendment would allow and for which this amendment would lay the groundwork.
We wish to prepare the Constitution for the results of the twenty member Worldwide Nature of the Church Study Committee, so that the principle of regions will be ratified.  This would secure the basis for their work.
Amendment XIX
We hold that clergy who are eligible to vote for clergy delegates should be those who are also eligible to be elected as clergy delegates.  The proposed amendment gives the vote to those who are not in full connection, and therefore not eligible to be elected as delegates.
We think that the proposed amendment waters down the Church’s historic and continuing emphasis and insistence upon strong theological requirements for clergy persons to be granted membership in full connection in the Annual Conference.  (This is no way denigrates the service of many highly committed and effective local pastors, who have been unable or have chosen not to pursue a Master of Divinity degree or to seek full connection in the Annual Conference.)
We think that the vote should be reserved for provisional members if and when they become members in full connection and have proven that they are committed to and capable of full-time service as continuing members of the Annual Conference.
We do not believe that the reality that some local churches cannot support a full-time clergy person or the unavailability of enough full-time clergy to meet an Annual Conference’s needs, either of which creates a strong demand for local pastors, should be a reason to grant this right to vote.
We hold that granting the vote to those other than in full connection undercuts the connectional nature of our church and the itinerant system, which is one of our church’s gifts to the whole church.
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