A Prayer Answered in Florida! 
 
A few weeks ago, I attended the national leadership training of the Called to Witness: All Means All campaign. For three days, I ate and prayed and sang with 85 other Reconciling Methodists - parents who want their gay children to be welcome in their churches, siblings who wear statements that their gay brother or sister is of sacred worth. (That one brought tears to my eyes, as I said a prayer that someday one of my mostly Baptist and Church of Christ relatives would take such a stand for me). I was a different person by the time we all hugged goodbye and went back to our 35 different annual conferences. I am no longer afraid. I no longer question whether I belong in the Methodist Church. I know that God did this, after more than 30 years, to bring me back to my faith.
 
I want to ask you with a full heart to join in an amazing opportunity we have to move the United Methodist Church toward being the church I thought I was joining when I became a Methodist, after all those years of not having a church home. The reason I did was a sign outside: Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors and the one near the street that said EVERYONE WELCOME. Although I have since been told by a Sunday School teacher at that little church that the signs are just advertising slogans and don’t reflect the feelings of most United Methodists, especially in Florida, I refuse to believe she is right. That is why I had to get involved, even at personal risk to myself. Please join me in this effort, if you believe that a welcome into God’s house should be more than a sign. 
 
On Saturday, January 17, 2009 from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm a representative from the Reconciling Ministries Network will be here in Florida to train us in how to share our stories with those who will be voting on important matters at Annual Conference. As I have learned so deeply, hearts change, one story at a time.
 
This year, there is a constitutional amendment that will be voted on in our annual conference that will ensure that our “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors” slogan applies to ALL persons who enter the doors of our church. We will vote on an amendment that, “all means all,” which we believe will more fully ensure that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons are not denied membership in our churches.
 
Please come join other progressive Methodists in your annual conference on Saturday, January 17. Contact me at 727/826-6217 or bjsteinshouer@yahoo.com if you will be able to attend this important conference. We are looking for a central location, which I should know soon. We need to know your commitment to attend, since lunch will be provided, of course. We’re Methodists! 
 
Your sister in Christ, 

Betty Jean

