Dear

Annual Conference is just around the corner and now more than ever is the time to act on our Called to Witness goals!

Thank you so very much for agreeing to be part of the All Means All Declaration Team for your Called to Witness Action Team! Your commitment to get at least 5 declarations signed is essential to the success of our campaign!
These All Means All Declarations are a tool to build the Reconciling Movement and to show the widespread support of this Amendment.  Many churches who aren’t Reconciling Churches (yet!) have signed this declaration – it’s a helpful way to begin a conversation in community about who we welcome in our communities.  
A good way to get many of these signed is to brainstorm groups you think might sign them.  Some thoughts of groups to sign:
· Your regional action team (yes, you count as a group!);

· Speak to pastors or reconcilers at a local reconciling church;

· Think of friendly groups from your churches – be it a missions team, a Sunday School class that has been supportive of your work, etc…;

· Wesley groups at local colleges and Universities;

· Your local MFSA chapter or other group you have done coalition work with.
These are just some thoughts as to local groups that have been supportive in the past.  Put your heads together and think of friendly groups in your area.  

You may want to send the declaration to these groups you brainstorm along with an explanatory letter. A sample letter is included in this packet for you to use.

Always follow-up on any letter you send with a phone call. Ask the pastor or leader if they received the letter and if they thought their congregation or group might sign it.

The goal is that each Annual Conference has 5 All Means All Declarations signed.  
Remember to tell your regional organizer when one of these gets signed and to send back the signed Declaration to RMN’s national office. All signed declarations should be mailed to the Reconciling Ministries Network office at 3801 North Keeler Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641. You can check out a list of groups that have already signed at:

http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dfqwcnq4_03fd3n8cf
Be sure to keep a record of who has signed declarations and who is planning to sign them in the near future. You should report that information back to your regional organizer. This way we can keep track of the campaign progress!

I have attached a follow up tool kit, as well as the list of team members and the commitments they made at the Called to Witness training.

Thank you again for all you are doing to make this campaign a success….and more importantly, thank you for all you are doing to create a more just and inclusive Church!

Please call or email me if you have any questions or concerns.

Paz,

Tiffany Steinwert

Reconciling Ministries Network

Called to Witness

National Field Director

617-372-1233
Sample Letter for the All Means All Declaration

Dear _________________.

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ! We are writing to invite you to sign a declaration supporting the full inclusion of all persons in our United Methodist Church.

As you may know, on May 2nd, 2008, the General Conference of The United Methodist Church passed a proposed amendment to the Constitution that would ensure that all persons would be eligible for participation and membership in the Church. 

Amend Paragraph 4, Article IV of the Constitution as follows:

Inclusiveness of the Church – 

The United Methodist Church is a part of the church universal, which is one Body in Christ.  The United Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of sacred worth and that we are in ministry to all.  All persons shall be eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments, and upon baptism be admitted as baptized members.  All persons, upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith and relationship in Jesus Christ, shall be eligible to become professing members in any local church in the connection.  In the United Methodist Church no conference or other organizational unit of the Church shall be structured so as to exclude any member or any constituent body.
Currently the list of persons protected under the Constitution leaves out significant groups of people such as women and persons with disabilities. Maintaining a list of people who are in, inevitably means creating an implicit list of people who are out! The proposed change to the Constitution would guarantee that no one is excluded from the Church.

We are inviting you to join United Methodists across the country in supporting this amendment by signing the enclosed All Means All Declaration. By signing this declaration, you are making a public witness to the inclusive love of God known in Jesus Christ and lived out through the ministry of the Church.

Congregations, Sunday School classes, committees, circles and other United Methodist related groups may sign on to the declaration. Simply send a signed copy of the declaration with your groups contact information to the Reconciling Ministries Network office. 

Won’t you join us in signing the declaration and creating with us a fully inclusive church? Please feel free to contact us with questions and concerns you may have regarding the declaration.

In the Peace of Christ,

______________________________________

